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language only, whereas all the other races in the country
speak at least two from their infancy. This is due
partly to his pride and contempt for all non-Muham-
rnadan peoples, partly to the lack of enterprise and
social rivalry. Earnest, reserved, and perhaps some-
what indolent, the Turk is still gifted with a fair share
of intelligence. But though a keen observer of character,
he lacks the "business habits and the calculating spirit
which have enabled the rival races to monopolise nearly
all the trade of the country. In the rural districts
the Turks are occupied mainly with agriculture and
stock-breeding; in the towns they either deal in the
local products, or else ply such simple trades as suffice
to supply the few wants of their existence. Under
proper management they make good seamen, and are also
well suited for the caravan trade. They are deficient in
the qualities of industry, perseverance in the acquisition
of wealth, and the upward tendency towards social
improvement, and indolence may be regarded as one
of their most salient national failings. The morrow
troubles them but little; hence they will often pay an
exorbitant interest for the means wherewith to tide over
temporary embarrassments, and will freely sell their
lands without giving a thought to the consequent de-
crease of future income.

" In the districts where they are surrounded by
Greek and Armenian communities the Turks have fallen
greatly behind; but, thanks to the natural resources of
the land and their own frugal lives, they are seldom
reduced to absolute want. The recruiting system is a
heavy burden, to which the Muhammadan populations
alone have hitherto been subjected."

The exclusion of the female element from the social
life of the Turk helps but to intensify the evil. The
continuance of this practice is due mainly to the low